TRUMPET VOLUNTARY
This had been a conceited triple-dream, about witty remarks
and valuable contributions and all that, bearing out my theory
that usually when one is conceited in a dream, one is very conceited
indeed. On the night of January 7th, 1943,1 dreamt I was staying
in a house where American boys and girls had a sort of "Day
for me, and sent masses of flowers (mainly orchids) and filled all
the vases and gave me a cheque and tiny gilt-edged visiting-cards
with their names on and went without shoes to do so. And I
woke up awfully happy that they should like me so much.
To dream that you are flying is a sort of conceit made bodiless;
The phrase "she's getting above herself" deliriously expresses the
sensation. Dream interpretation and psychoanalysis quote this
as a universal wish-fulfilment dream; it is a part of fable and
legend and fairy-tale and myth. Peter Pan could fly because he
refused to grow up; but the children of the Darling family at
first could not rise from their beds without flopping back again,
till he gave them the trick of it. Bishop Beeching wrote:
God who created me
Nimble and light of limb
In three elements free,
To run, to ride, to swim—
In three elements—earth, air and water; so he imagined riding as
freedom of the air? Curious that in our scientific twentieth-
century pride, thinking that now we can more truthfully alter it to:
In three elements free,
To ran, to Jfy, to swim—
we are liable to forget that still, except only in our dreams, we
have not discovered the way of a bird through the air; still we
sit with gravity the winner, and all we have learnt is how to make
machines that will raise and carry us while we sit; still the boy in
his Spitfire is vulnerable, a slave to the. law. He has achieved his
aeroplane; Icarus put on wings* of wax; but neither can fly as
the dreamer lifted exultantly by the very knowledge and impulse
in his bones.
I dreamt about a village called "Helping", and I can remember
no more about it than that. It lags behind memory like one of
those scribbled notes we find long afterwards, tantalizing and full
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